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Additional Case Information:

Export of 315@58g smolts to Wageningen University in Holland, IntraGB.2020.0001584. Transported  by Solway Transport. 

From tank E1. Vaccinated 20/11/19 and post treated with formalin. Morts in tank low and attributed to fungus.

2020 S1 going to sea starting wk10 to wk17 - going SSC - Lamlash, Loch Duart to Sound of Harris

FVG in for lesions observed mainly in tank X9, suspected bacterial growth, likely Flavobacterium - treatments; florocol, cress 

and formalin. Morts across the site since vaccination in September about 2.2% in 2020 S1s. 

Florocol treatment 16th Jan 2020 - all 2020 S1 tanks treated and currently under treatment finishing on Sunday. Feed mixed 

on site.

wk3 peak morts in tank X9 -146 for the day all with lesions; 13/1/20, tank X10 338 morts due to lesions

Feed mixing licence from 2014 - is an annual licence sent out? Contacted VMD licences are not sent out annually. 2014 one is 

currrent. Site contact informed  3/2/20
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FISH HEALTH INSPECTORATE VISIT REPORT 

 
SUMMARY FOR INFORMATION OF SITE OPERATOR 

 
BUSINESS NO FB0061  DATE OF VISIT 21/01/2020 
SITE NO FS0575  SITE NAME Ormsary Smolt Unit 
INSPECTOR CASE NO 20200010 
   

Section 1: Summary 
 
During a routine inspection at Ormsary Smolt Unit records showed increased mortalities in tanks 
X9 and X3. Five fish were removed for diagnostic examination.  
 
Histopathology examination revealed moderate to marked, focal, necrotizing myositis and mild 
focal muscular haemorrhage likely associated with oomycetes and bacteria.  
 
Pseudomonas sp., and Lactococcus piscium, were isolated on plates taken from the fish. The 
level and purity of growth would suggest they may be a threat to fish health if the population is 
compromised. Flavobacterium sp. was isolated but was not identified as F. psychrophilum. 
Flavobacterium psychrophilum was detected by QPCR testing. 
 
Sample tested positive by QPCR for infectious pancreatic necrosis virus (IPNV). However 
histopathology results were not consistent with IPN disease. The fish had been vaccinated 
against IPN. 
 
Please contact myself or the duty inspector should you require any further information, have any 
queries regarding this report or if any problems develop.  

 

Section 2: Case Detail 
 
Observations 

 
Ormsary Smolt Unit was visited to carry out a routine inspection. During the visit site staff 
informed me of increased mortality levels in tanks  X9 and X3. This was being attributed to lesions 
and a Flavobacterium sp. infection. The fish were undergoing a florfenicol treatment.  On 
inspection of tanks X9 and X3 approximately 30 moribund fish were observed with lesions on the 
dorsal surface in each tank. Five fish were removed for diagnostic sampling.  
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Samples  
 
Samples were collected from five fish according to the table below: 
 

Fish 
number 

Pool 
number 

Facility 
number 

Species Stage Origin 

1-5 P1 X9 Atlantic salmon 50g 
Ormsary Hatchery for 

Loch Duart 

 
Results 
 
Bacteriology: Kidney, spleen and lesion material from five fish were inoculated onto appropriate 
media for the isolation of bacteria.  
 
The following bacteria were isolated; 
 

 Pseudomonas sp. - lesion (F1-F5). 
 

 Lactococcus piscium - lesion (F1-F5), spleen (F2) and kidney (F2). 
 

 Flavobacterium sp - lesion (F2). 
 
The predominant isolate observed was Pseudomonas sp. From the tests conducted, we do not 
have evidence of resistance to oxytetracycline or sulphamethoxazole/trimethoprim. There was 
however no sensitivity to amoxicillin and florfenicol. 
 
A second predominant isolate was identified as Lactococcus piscium by sequencing. The level 
and purity of growth would suggest it may be a threat to fish health if the population is 
compromised.  
 
Due to the suspicion of the presence of Flavobacterium psychrophilum tissue samples were 
tested for segments of nucleic acid indicative of the presence of the pathogen using real-time 
PCR (QPCR). This test proved positive.  
 
Flavobacterium psychrophilum 

Pool 
Number 

Endogenous 
control Cp 

value 
Cp Values 

Reported 
Result 
(PCR) 

P1 22.21 34.79 35.84 35.87 Positive 

 
Virology: Tissue samples were tested for segments of nucleic acid indicative of the presence of 
the pathogens specified below using real-time PCR (QPCR). 
 
The samples tested positive for infectious pancreatic necrosis virus (IPNV) 

Pool 
Number 

Endogenous 
control Cp 

value 
Cp Values 

Reported 
Result 
(PCR) 

P1 17.10 34.46 34.98 34.61 Positive 
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INSPECTOR CASE NO 20200010 
 
Inspection under the Animals and Animal Products (Examination for Residues and Maximum 
Residue Limits) (England and Scotland) Regulations 2015 
 
The above site was visited in accordance with the Animals and Animal Products (Examination for Residues 
and Maximum Residue Limits) (England and Scotland) Regulations 2015.  
 
Samples were taken to be analysed for veterinary residues.  
 
In addition, samples were taken for diagnostic purposes. A separate report will be issued detailing the results 
of these tests.  
 
Records 
 
The information required for the public record of aquaculture production businesses regarding this site was 
verified and where necessary updated.  
 
Medicine records were inspected and found to be adequately maintained.  
 
Aquaculture animal and aquaculture animal product movement records were inspected and appeared to be 
adequately maintained.  
 
Mortality records were inspected and found to be adequately maintained.  
 
Reports detailing the results of animal health surveillance carried out by or on behalf of the business and/or 
Marine Scotland were available for inspection.  
 
Please contact myself or the duty inspector should you require any further information or have any queries 
regarding this report.  
 

 





 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 


