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Additional Case Information:

Enhanced containment inspection carried out following report of circumstance which may have given rise to the risk of escape - 

MSe191219SAL1.

Enhanced sea lice inspection carried out following recommendation during inspection of site on 29/10/19 (case number 2019-

0647)

Site fallow since 6 February 2020

Escape investigation

APB submitted escape notification to FHI on 20/12/19 of an incident which gave rise to the risk of an escape occurring on 

19/12/2019. Inspection of dive records on site showed the incident occurred on 12/12/19. Site manager advised that updated 

notification forms should be submitted, detailing the correct date.

The hole in the net was discovered during a routine dive inspections of nets. A hole was observed at the bottom of the net on 

cage 6, no holes observed in nets of other cages. The hole was 'T' shaped approximately 50 cm2 in size. It is suspected that 

the cone of the lift up system positioned at the bottom of the net, was shifted out of place during a storm event, usually the lift-

up cone sits on a section of the net which is double panelled, held in place with tensioned ropes. The cone was observed as 

not sitting in the correct position by divers and it is suspected abrasions to the net caused the hole. The hole was repaired 

following its discovery. Lift-up system was raised and inspected for damage which may have caused jagged edges on the 

cone, no damage was observed. Lift up was put back in place and secured in position against the double panelled section of 

the net. Divers returned to site on 15/12/19 to check the repair work and inspect that lift-ups were all secured in pace in each 

cage. The site has been using cameras in cages to monitor the position of lift-ups. Divers had previously inspected the cages 

on 05/12/2019 with no holes in nets observed. The cage was harvested out on 08/01/2019. Final counts from harvest indicated 

that no fish had been lost.
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FISH HEALTH INSPECTORATE VISIT REPORT 

 
SUMMARY FOR INFORMATION OF SITE OPERATOR 

 
BUSINESS NO FB0119  DATE OF VISIT 25/02/2020 
SITE NO FS1033  SITE NAME North Shore 
INSPECTOR   CASE NO 20200030 
 
  

ENHANCED SEA LICE INSPECTION 
 
An enhanced sea lice inspection to ascertain the levels of sea lice and for assessing the 
measures in place for the prevention, control and reduction of sea lice was conducted in 
accordance with the Aquaculture and Fisheries (Scotland) Act 2007. 
 
The visit consisted of an inspection of records with regards to sea lice, site procedures with 
regards to sea lice and the provision of advice.  
 
a) Inspection of sea lice records 
 
The site meets the requirement of current Scottish industry best practice. There were no 
recommendations made and no further action is required.  

 
b) Inspection of records relating to treatment and control of sea lice 
 
The site meets the requirement of current Scottish industry best practice. However, as the site 
has experienced sea lice problems during previous production cycles, it is advised that a 
documented review is undertaken, seeking veterinary advice where necessary, of the Integrated 
Sea Lice Management (ISLM) strategy for farm management area W-3, as defined by the CoGP.  
  
Where possible this should aim to enhance the sea lice management strategy that has been 
implemented to meet the requirements off the CoGP (Chapter 4, 3.77) and follow the standards 
associated with A National Treatment Strategy for the Control of Sea Lice on Scottish Salmon 
Farms, as described in Annex 6 of the CoGP. 
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c) Inspection of records relating to farm management groups and area management 
agreements. 
 
The site meets the requirement of current Scottish industry best practice. There were no 
recommendations made and no further action is required.  
 
d) Inspection of records relating to training and procedures 
 
The site meets the requirement of current Scottish industry best practice. There were no 
recommendations made or further action required.  
 
e) Inspection of site and site stock 
 
The site was fallow at the time of inspection, as such the points in this section of the inspection 
could not be assessed.  
 
f) Inspection of farm count procedures 
 
The site was fallow at the time of inspection, as such the points in this section of the inspection 
could not be assessed.  
 
g) Inspection of treatment administration procedures 
 
The site was fallow at the time of inspection, as such the points in this section of the inspection 
could not be assessed.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact myself or the duty inspector should you require any further 
information or have any queries regarding this report.  
 
 

Signed                           Date: 15/05/2020 
  
Fish Health Inspector 
 
The Fish Health Inspectorate Service Charter detailing standards of service is available on the 
Marine Scotland website at www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/FHI/charter 
 
Scotland's Marine Atlas, an assessment of the condition of Scotland's seas, is available at 
www.scotland.gov.uk/marineatlas 
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ENHANCED CONTAINMENT INSPECTION 
 

An enhanced inspection to ascertain the risk of escape from the fish farm was conducted in 
accordance with the Aquaculture and Fisheries (Scotland) Act 2007.  
 
The visit consisted of an inspection of records and the provision of advice. 
 
a) Inspection of i) escape incidents and ii) contingency procedures 
 
Due to the delay in reporting the incident that occurred on 12th December 2019 the following 
recommendation is made for improvement.  
 
It is recommended that a documented review of escape incident reporting procedures is 
undertaken. This should identify improvements to ensure that the requirements of 
regulation 31D and 31E of the Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009 (as 
amended) are complied with and all staff receive training regarding the updated procedure 
for the reporting of these incidents. 
 
b)i) Inspection of records relating to equipment, facilities and the site 
 
The following recommendation is made for improvement.  
 
It is recommended that in accordance with A Code of Good Practice for Scottish Finfish 
Aquaculture (CoGP) (Chapter 4, 4.16) pen and mooring components should be inspected in 
accordance with a documented standard operating procedure and a documented 
inspection plan which is based on risk assessment. 
 
b)ii) Inspection of records relating to training 
 
The site meets the requirement of current Scottish industry best practice. No recommendations 
made or further action required 
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Case completion report 
 
Recommendations in relation to the above case were made for implementation by 14/08/2020. 
Following submission of the required documentation, evidence has now been provided to Marine 
Scotland to demonstrate that the recommendations have been implemented. 
 
This case will now be closed. This site may be subject to further audit and recommendations in 
the future. 
 
Please contact myself or the duty inspector should you require any further information or have any 
queries regarding this report.  
 

 
 
Signed:      Date: 01/09/2020 
     Fish Health Inspector   

 
The Fish Health Inspectorate Service Charter detailing standards of service is available on the 
Marine Scotland website at https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-service-
charter/ 
 




