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Additional Case Information:

During ECI inspection of Quoys Hatchery, inspector noticed that the ova coming onto the site were from Coutts Mill. This site 

was made inactive November 2016. An unannounced inspection of Coutts Mill was then carried out. Seems to be a lack of 

communication within the company led to this. Relevant paperwork was submitted to FHI post inspection and site was 

reactivated 19/11/2020. Enforcement Notice is being prepared to issue to the operator.

At last inspection the company stated that they had no plans on using the site again so it was made inactive. But brood fish 

from Turness (FS0451) were brought onto the site October 2019 and subsequently stripped through November to December 

2019 then culled. The site was then fallow from 7 December 2019 until 1 October 2020 when more brood fish have been 

brought onto site from Bay of Cleat (South) FS0595 and are due to be stripped November. Company are planning to repeat 

this process for 2021. 

3 raceways currently holding 719 brood fish. No lethargic or moribund fish visible on site.

2019 Generation Morts.

6 (0.7%) morts for whole generation on site (849) from 3rd October to 7th December

Staff at site also operating at Quoys Hatchery but separate PPE being used at each site along with equipment.

Inspection of mortality records etc completed remotely on 30th October by .
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Site No: FS0388

Case No: 2020-0452

Nature of non-compliance: 

Action taken (FHI): 

Non-compliance relevant to (delete): VirologyMolGen/Bacteriology/Histology/Parasitology
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Cooke Aquaculture Scotland Ltd 
Crowness Road 
Hatston 
Kirkwall, Orkney 
KW15 1RG 

 
FISH HEALTH INSPECTORATE VISIT REPORT 

 
SUMMARY FOR INFORMATION OF SITE OPERATOR 

 
BUSINESS NO FB0095  DATE OF VISIT 19/10/2020 
SITE NO FS0388  SITE NAME Coutts Mill 
INSPECTOR CASE NO 20200452 
 
 
Inspection under the Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009 
 
The above site was inspected, without prior notification, in accordance with the Aquatic Animal 
Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009, and to meet the requirements of European Community 
Council Directive 2006/88/EC.   
 
All epidemiological units were inspected. On this occasion no samples were taken for disease 
analysis. The Inspector did not observe any clinical signs associated with the listed diseases 
as described in the Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009.  
 
Records 
 
The surveillance frequency category of the site was assessed as low. An inspection under the 
Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009 will be conducted every third year. The 
category of the site will be reassessed on a routine basis and updated as required. 
 
The information required for the public record of aquaculture production businesses regarding 
this site was verified and where necessary updated. The following records were also 
inspected to ensure that the conditions of authorisation for your Aquaculture Production 
Business (APB) are being met: 
 
Aquaculture animal and aquaculture animal product movement records were inspected and 
appeared to be adequately maintained 
 
Records in relation to aquaculture animals transported by the business were inspected and 
found to be adequately maintained.  
 
Mortality records were inspected and found to be adequately maintained.  
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No mortality levels exceeding the reporting criteria have been recorded since the last 
inspection. 
 
Reports detailing the results of animal health surveillance carried out by or on behalf of the 
business and/or Marine Scotland were available for inspection.  
 
The biosecurity measures plan for the site was inspected and found to be adequately 
maintained and implemented.  
 
The following point was raised with the site representative during the inspection:  
 
The status of the site was changed to inactive in 2016 and it was removed from the list of sites 
Cooke Aquaculture Scotland Ltd were authorised to operate at. An application to amend the 
authorisation and to re-activate the site prior to the reintroduction of fish in 2019 was not 
submitted. An application to amend the authorisation issued under the Aquatic Animal Health 
(Scotland) Regulations 2009 must be completed and submitted to the Fish Health 
Inspectorate immediately. 
 
Inspection under the Aquaculture and Fisheries (Scotland) Act 2007 
 
The site was also inspected in accordance with the Aquaculture and Fisheries (Scotland) Act 
2007 with respect to section 5 regarding containment and escapes.   
 
On this occasion the site was found to be satisfactory.  
 
 
Please contact myself or the duty inspector should you require any assistance or clarification 
in implementing any requirement or recommendation detailed in this report.  
 

Signed: Date: 04/11/2020 
     Fish Health Inspector   

 
The Fish Health Inspectorate Service Charter detailing standards of service is available on the 
Marine Scotland website at https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-service-
charter/ 
 




