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Additional Case Information:

Remote inspection carried out on 19/04/2022 by  supervised by . Site inspection carried out on 26/04/2022 by  

and . VMD samples taken by .

Site has its own ROV for net inspections. There are regular dive checks. Seal PRO nets are to be installed for next cycle.

Fish observed all shoaling as in normal behaviour and fish sampled for VMD appeared in healthy upon closer examination 

both externally and internally with no signs of disease.

Site currently passive grading and harvesting almost every second day.

During inspection, 2 fish in pen 7 were seen to have possible seal damage and were caught and humanely killed.

Site currently stocked with fish moved from Cheesebay (moved onto site between 02/02/022 - 19/03/22) due to fish welfare 

considerations and risk of biomass exceedance at their host site (Grey Horse Channel and Groatay). Muck was fallow for 17 

days before Cheesebay fish arrived and will be fallow after Cheesebay stock are harvested in June until restocking at the end 

of August. 

A seal was discovered in one pen on 22/10/2021, divers were called out same day and found a hole (122mm x 36mm) at a 

depth of 19m and repaired it. It was judged at the time that no escape or circumstances which gave rise to a significant risk of 

escape had occurred, therefore it was considered that the FHI was not required to be informed. Recommendations were made 

to review escapes reporting procedure including staff training, and a retrospective escapes notification has been submitted to 

the FHI.

Closing counts indicated that no escapes occurred as a result of this incident and the site now has double mesh nets on all 

pens along with seal blinds to aid containment.
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FISH HEALTH INSPECTORATE VISIT REPORT 

 
SUMMARY FOR INFORMATION OF SITE OPERATOR 

 
BUSINESS NO FB0119  DATE OF VISIT  26/04/2022 
SITE NO FS1286  SITE NAME  Muck 
CASE NO 20220096                     INSPECTOR        
 
Inspection under the Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009 
 
The above site was inspected, in accordance with the Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 
2009.  
 
All epidemiological units were inspected. On this occasion no samples were taken for disease 
analysis. The Inspector did not observe any clinical signs associated with the listed diseases as 
described in the Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009.  
 
Records 
 
The surveillance frequency category of the site was assessed as low. An inspection under the 
Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009 will be conducted every third year. The category 
of the site will be reassessed on a routine basis and updated as required. 
 
The information required for the public record of aquaculture production businesses regarding this 
site was verified and where necessary updated. The following records were also inspected to 
ensure that the conditions of authorisation for your Aquaculture Production Business (APB) are 
being met: 
 
Aquaculture animal and aquaculture animal product movement records were inspected and 
appeared to be adequately maintained. 
 
Mortality records were inspected and found to be adequately maintained. 
 
No mortality levels exceeding the reporting criteria have been recorded since the last inspection. 
 
Reports detailing the results of animal health surveillance carried out by or on behalf of the business 
and/or Marine Scotland were available for inspection. 
 
The biosecurity measures plan for the site was inspected and found to be adequately maintained 
and implemented. 
 
The following points were raised with the site representative during the inspection:  

 

 It was noted during the inspection that on the morning of 22nd October 2021 that a hole had 
been repaired on one of the nets following observations of a seal being in the pen. This 




