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Additional Case Information:

Fish are on North East Nutrition (organic feed) and have been performing well since input with a high feed conversion rate.

Company's own biologist in Orkney every week or every couple of weeks to perform basic health checks including taking gill 

samples and performing lice checks. Routine health surveillance ensures that any potential health issues are detected early 

and can result in a quick response from the health team. 

Seals are present in the area surrounding the site but are reported to not be interacting with the cages and not contributing to 

mortality. During inspection, a seal was observed resting on the walkway of a cage.

All sites in the farm management area stocked with a single year class, however fallow periods are not synchronous. Risk 

assessment in place.

Site produces organic salmon so freshwater and hydrolicer treatments are used to control sea lice. Hydrolicer was on site in 

October 2021 and demonstrated good clearance. 

No site specific sea lice management plan available due to low lice numbers present in Orkney historically. However, the site's 

sea lice strategy statement details that the health team would develop a site specific sea lice management plan if this was ever 

required.

Wild lumpfish were observed in some of the cages.

Mortalities are uplifted from the cages by boat and either taken to the shorebase for storage in sealed bins before uplift by 

approved contractor or the uplift boat will also sometimes transfer the mortalities directly to Kirkwall for further transport to 

SCM biodiesel or Pelagia for further processing.

AGD on site but not causing significant mortalities. Site just recently FW treated over the weekend.

Fish have reportedly been performing well with good conversion rates. Plans to move fish off to Skelwick for the remainder of 

the cycle and will be dead haul harvested from Skelwick. No harvesting done from Vestness.

1 moribund fish observed across the whole site. Handful of fish observed with physical damage, attributed to handling from the 

recent freshwater treatment. 

Fish sampled for VMD appeared healthy externally and internally. 

Paperwork and site inspected by , supervised by . VMD sampled by 
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FISH HEALTH INSPECTORATE VISIT REPORT 

 
SUMMARY FOR INFORMATION OF SITE OPERATOR 

 
BUSINESS NO FB0095  DATE OF VISIT  21/09/2022 
SITE NO FS1210  SITE NAME  Vestness 
CASE NO 20220439                     INSPECTOR        
 
Inspection under the Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009 
 
The above site was inspected, in accordance with the Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 
2009.  
 
All epidemiological units were inspected. On this occasion no samples were taken for disease 
analysis. The Inspector did not observe any clinical signs associated with the listed diseases as 
described in the Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009. 
 
Records 
 
The surveillance frequency category of the site was assessed as medium. An inspection under the 
Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009 will be conducted every second year. The 
category of the site will be reassessed on a routine basis and updated as required. 
 
The information required for the public record of aquaculture production businesses regarding this 
site was verified and where necessary updated. The following records were also inspected to 
ensure that the conditions of authorisation for your Aquaculture Production Business (APB) are 
being met: 
 
Aquaculture animal and aquaculture animal product movement records were inspected and 
appeared to be adequately maintained. 
 
Mortality records were inspected and found to be adequately maintained. 
 
Mortality levels had exceeded the reporting criteria since the last inspection and had not been 
reported to the Fish Health Inspectorate. I would like to remind you of the industry agreement in 
relation to mortality reporting as detailed in A Code of Good Practice for Scottish Finfish 
Aquaculture. 
 
Reports detailing the results of animal health surveillance carried out by or on behalf of the business 
and/or Marine Scotland were available for inspection. 
 
The biosecurity measures plan for the site was inspected and found to be adequately maintained 
and implemented. 
 
 




