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Additional Case Information:

Freshwater treatment started all the issues. Mortality has been declining week on week.

Histopathology health report dated 03/03/2023 detected microcolonies of bacteria - suspected Aeromonas septicaemia 

(Furunculosis) on site.

Fergusons to Barkip

Salmon mortality this week (Wk 13) so far 0.42% - 614 fish (only 3 days in).

Wrasse mortality - Wk 12: 0.70% (44 fish), Wk 11: 0.81% (51 fish), Wk 10: 0.06% (5 fish), Wk 9: 0.13% (17 fish)

Freshwater - 11th feb - 16th Feb

Optomease 7 day withdrawl period

Follow up inspection  - see case 20230114 for additional information.

Paper work completed by , supervised by . Sampling of F1-F4 by  supervised by , Sampling of F5 by  

observed by .
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FISH HEALTH INSPECTORATE VISIT REPORT 
 

SUMMARY FOR INFORMATION OF SITE OPERATOR 
 
BUSINESS NO FB0125  DATE OF VISIT  30/03/2023 
SITE NO FS0914  SITE NAME  Lismore West 
CASE NO 20230126  INSPECTOR   
   

Section 1: Summary 
 
The above site was inspected following reports of increased mortality by the farm operator. During 
the physical inspection of four pens, five fish were removed for diagnostic sampling.  
 
Histopathology examination revealed features consistent with Aeromonas salmonicida 
(furunculosis) which was also isolated from four fish. The level and purity of growth would suggest 
that this isolate would be implicated as a source of morbidity in this case. Aeromonas salmonicida 
is a primary fish pathogen and poses a significant risk to fish health. 
 
One fish also displayed features consistent with cardiomyopathy syndrome. F4 displayed some 
myocarditis that could be potentially related with the presence salmon alphavirus which was 
confirmed by QPCR. 
 
Samples tested positive for the gill related pathogens Paranucleospora theridion and 
Neoparamoeba perurans (AGD). 
 
Please contact myself or the duty inspector should you require any further information, have any 
queries regarding this report or if any problems develop.  

 

Section 2: Case Detail 
 
Observations 
 
Following six consecutive weeks of increased mortalities by the farm operator, the above site was 
inspected. During the physical inspection of the four stocked pens, three fish were removed from 
pen three and two fish were removed from pen 1 for diagnostic sampling. Results of health 
surveillance carried out by the farm operator indicated suspected furunculosis on site. 
 
All five fish taken for diagnostic sampling were lethargic and F2 was moribund. Raised scales were 
observed in F1 on the left hand dorsal side. Pale gills were seen in F1, F3 and F5 with the gills in 
F5 also being zoned. F3 had exophthalmic eyes and a small lesion on the flank. Lice load was low: 
F1 – 2, F2 – 1, F3 – 3, F4 – 2 and F5 – 0.  
 
Internally, oedema was observed in the tissues of F1 and F5. All five fish had gross haemorrhaging 
of the liver with F1 also exhibiting petechial haemorrhaging. The pyloric caeca in F2 had petechial 
haemorrhaging. All fish except F2 had enlarged spleens. Yellow pseudo-faeces was only seen in 
F2.   
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Heart:  F2, F3 and F5 display several small dense aggregates of Gram-negative bacteria and 
some fibre necrosis surrounding the aggregates. F5 also displayed moderate myocarditis and 
endocarditis. F5 displayed marked epicarditis. F4 also displayed some myocarditis. F2 and F4: No 
bulbus in section. 
 
Gut and pyloric caeca: Marked cell sloughing (potentially associated with post-mortem artefact) 
observed in all fish. F4 displayed a mild peritonitis. Some fish had almost no pyloric caeca in 
section. 
 
Pancreas: Within the normal range. 
 
Liver: Hepatocellular necrosis, mild, multifocal and several dense aggregates of Gram-negative 
bacteria (F3), F5 exhibited hepatocellular necrosis surrounding the bacterial aggregates and F2 
displayed some evidence of erythrophagocytosis, F4 exhibited some sinusoidal congestion and 
F1 and F2 some cuffing.  
 
Kidney: Foci of interstitial cell (haemopoietic) necrosis with few or several dense aggregates of 
Gram-negative bacteria associated observed in F1, F2, F3 and F5. F5 also displayed some 
interstitial haemorrhage. 
 
Spleen: Necrotising splenitis, multifocal, with several dense aggregates of Gram-negative bacteria 
associated (F3, F5). F1 also displayed some bacteria. 
 
 

Signed: Date: 15/02/2024 
     Fish Health Inspector   

 
The Fish Health Inspectorate Service Charter detailing standards of service is available on the 
Marine Scotland website at https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-service-
charter/ 
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Inspection under the Animals and Animal Products (Examination for Residues and Maximum 
Residue Limits) (England and Scotland) Regulations 2015 
 
The above site was visited in accordance with the Animals and Animal Products (Examination for 
Residues and Maximum Residue Limits) (England and Scotland) Regulations 2015.  
 
Samples were taken to be analysed for veterinary residues.  
 
In addition, samples were taken for diagnostic purposes. A separate report will be issued detailing the 
results of these tests.  
 
Records 
 
The information required for the public record of aquaculture production businesses regarding this site 
was verified and where necessary updated.  
 
Medicine records were inspected and found to be adequately maintained. 
 
Aquaculture animal and aquaculture animal product movement records were inspected and appeared 
to be adequately maintained. 
 
Mortality records were inspected and found to be adequately maintained. 
 
Please contact myself or the duty inspector should you require any further information or have any 
queries regarding this report.  
 

Signed: Date: 15/02/2024 
     Fish Health Inspector   

 
The Fish Health Inspectorate Service Charter detailing standards of service is available on the 
Scottish Government website at Fish Health Inspectorate Service Charter - gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 
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