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Additional Case Information:

Mort reports weeks 11/9/23 1.01% seal predation; 2/10/23 2.15% Seal predation; 9/10/23 1.57 (updated to 2.15%)Seal 

predation. Site fitted with high-density polyethylene - HDPE pen nets & predator net 

gill health treating - finished last Monday. FW treatment.

wrasse wild caught - Skye and Scourie and local. Not vaccinated

Harvests dead haul to Dingwall. Recorded in Fish Talk

Morts DHK waste - whole fish in skips at Badcall shore base - transfer notes- of movements off to Fordyce in Portsoy.

All fish on site from Loch Duart - Loch na Thule and Duart Mhor Hatchery

Morts wk 38 0.86%; wk39 0.98%; wk40 2.15%, wk 41 2.15% - seal predation and gill issues (wks 40 and 41) 

fish taken for VMD on starve for FW wellboat treatment

Site inspection,  and (supervised). Sampling  observed by 
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FISH HEALTH INSPECTORATE VISIT REPORT 
 

SUMMARY FOR INFORMATION OF SITE OPERATOR 
 
BUSINESS NO FB0398  DATE OF VISIT  01/11/2023 
SITE NO FS0621  SITE NAME  Loch A Chairn Bhain 
CASE NO 20230479  INSPECTOR   
   

Section 1: Summary 
 
Loch A Chairn Bhain was visited for a routine inspection. During the inspection of the pens four fish 
were removed for diagnostic examination. 
 
Histopathology examination revealed complex pathology. There was pathology consistent with 
salmonid rickettsial septicaemia (SRS), which was confirmed via qPCR. Gills displayed multifocal, 
mild, hyperplasic branchitis. Epitheliocystis (likely Brachiomonas sp.) was also observed. Gills 
tested positive by PCR  for Paranucleospora theridion, salmon gill poxvirus and Neoparamoeba 
perurans. 
 
Please contact myself or the duty inspector should you require any further information, have any 
queries regarding this report or if any problems develop.  

 

Section 2: Case Detail 
 
Observations 

 
Loch A Chairn Bhain was visited for a routine inspection. Mortality levels for the site had been above 
the reporting threshold for the previous two weeks at 2.15% and had been attributed to seal 
predation and gill issues. On inspection of the pens several moribund and lethargic fish were 
observed in the corners. Four were removed for diagnostics examination.  
 
Externally all fish displayed pale gills with white patches. Fish 3 was under weight and fish 4 had a 
spinal deformity near the tail. 
Internally, fish 2 had an enlarged spleen and none of the fish had food present in the gut. Yellow 
pseudo faeces were present in the gut of fish 2. Fish 2, 3 and 4 had adhesions in the body cavity. 
 
Samples  
 
Samples were collected from four fish according to the table below: 

Fish 
number 

Facility 
number 

Species Stage Origin 

1-4 11 Atlantic salmon 2023 S1 @600g Loch Duart 

 
Results 
 
Bacteriology: Kidney and gill material from four fish were inoculated onto appropriate media for 
the isolation of bacteria. 
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Pseudomonas fluorescens was identified on plates taken from gill material of all 4 fish. The level 
and purity of growth would not suggest this bacterium would be implicated as a primary pathogen. 
 
Tissue samples from F1 and F2 were tested for segments of nucleic acid indicative of the presence 
of the pathogens specified below using real-time PCR (qPCR). 
 
Piscirickettsia salmonis 

Fish 
Number 

Endogenous 
control Cp 

value 
Cp Values Reported Result (PCR) 

F1 22.47 23.83 23.81 23.74 POSITIVE 

F2 22.95 26.84 26.84 26.91 POSITIVE 

 
 
Virology: Tissue samples were tested for segments of nucleic acid indicative of the presence of 
the pathogens specified below using real-time PCR (qPCR). 
 
Salmon Gill Poxvirus (SGPV) 

Fish 
Number 

Endogenous 
control Cp 

value 
Cp Values Reported Result (PCR) 

F1 21.85 26.57 26.39 26.50 POSITIVE 

F2 22.24 24.48 24.49 24.53 POSITIVE 

F3 22.36 25.20 25.10 25.08 POSITIVE 

F4 22.69 27.58 27.48 27.59 POSITIVE 

 
 
The samples tested negative for infectious haematopoietic necrosis virus (IHNV), infectious 
pancreatic necrosis virus (IPNV), infectious salmon anaemia virus (ISAV), salmonid alphavirus 
(SAV), viral haemorrhagic septicemia virus (VHSV) and piscine myocarditis virus (PMCV). 
 
Parasitology:  
 
Tissue samples were tested for segments of nucleic acid indicative of the presence of the parasites 
specified below using real-time PCR (qPCR). 
 
Neoparamoeba perurans (AGD) 

Fish 
Number 

Endogenous 
control Cp 

value 
Cp Values Reported Result (PCR) 

F1 21.85 31.38 31.16 31.27 POSITIVE 

F2 22.24 31.67 31.58 31.86 POSITIVE 

F3 22.36 30.90 30.92 30.88 POSITIVE 

F4 22.69 32.25 32.12 32.52 POSITIVE 

 
Paranucleospora theridion 

Fish 
Number 

Endogenous 
control Cp 

value 
Cp Values Reported Result (PCR) 

F1 21.85 25.88 25.86 25.86 POSITIVE 

F2 22.24 24.09 24.21 24.22 POSITIVE 

F3 22.36 25.06 24.98 25.06 POSITIVE 







 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 


