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Additional Case Information:

MORTALITIES

WRASSE - overall low mortalities. Most mortalities attributed to black losses during 2022 wk36 6875 (7.9%) & 2023 wk5 1200 

(84.15%).

LUM - overall low mortalities. Most mortalities attributed to black losses during 2022 wk33 4473 (17.87%), wk34 2399 

(11.74%), wk35 1711 (9.54%), wk36 13356 (83.3%) & 2023 wk5 2200 (85.11%).

SAL - elevated mortalities during 2022 wks 27 to 37 (mort count for period- 83310) mainly attributed to Pancreas disease.

SAL - input of fish in oct 2022. elevated mortalities wk 50 2271 (1.17%) - diagnosis pending/ AGD/ transfer/ treatment, wk51 

2070 (1.01%) - diagnosis pending/ AGD/ transfer/ grilsing, wk52 2517 (1.24%) - diagnosis pending.

    - 2023 elevated mortalities  wk1 4064 (2.03%) - diagnosis pending/ treatment/ grilsing, wk2 2188 (1.11%) - diagnosis 

pending/ grilsing, wk4 2444 (1.41%) - Anaemia/ grilsing/ treatment, wk6 2901 (1.71%) - AGD/ anaemia/ treatment, wk10 1874 

(1.14%) - CMS/ Gills 

SLICE treatments had been conducted 11/04/2024. Recently conducted routine FW treatments for AGD 23/05/2024.

Site experienced early algae blooms in April 2024.

Visibility into the cages was poor. Fish were responding to feed well. There was low number of runts and some deformities. 

Three fish were observed to have physical damage but were healing well.

Inspection, case paperwork and VMD sampling conducted by  supervised by . SLA inspection conducted by , 

shadowed by .
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FISH HEALTH INSPECTORATE VISIT REPORT 
 

SUMMARY FOR INFORMATION OF SITE OPERATOR 
 
BUSINESS NO FB0169  DATE OF VISIT  13/06/2024 
SITE NO FS0818  SITE NAME  Ardcastle 
CASE NO 20240183  INSPECTOR   
 

ENHANCED SEA LICE INSPECTION 
 
An enhanced sea lice inspection to ascertain the levels of sea lice and for assessing the measures 
in place for the prevention, control and reduction of sea lice was conducted in accordance with the 
Aquaculture and Fisheries (Scotland) Act 2007. 
 
The visit consisted of an inspection of records with regards to sea lice, the stock on site, site 
procedures with regards to sea lice and the provision of advice.  
 
a) Inspection of sea lice records 
 
The site meets the requirement of current Scottish industry best practice. There were no 
recommendations made and no further action is required. 
 
b) Inspection of records relating to treatment and control of sea lice 
 
The site meets the requirement of current Scottish industry best practice. There were no 
recommendations made and no further action is required. 
 
c) Inspection of records relating to farm management groups and area management 
agreements. 
 
The site meets the requirement of current Scottish industry best practice. No recommendations 
made and no further action is required. 
 
d) Inspection of records relating to training and procedures 
 
The site meets the requirement of current Scottish industry best practice. No recommendations 
made or further action required. 
 
e) Inspection of site and site stock 
 
The site meets the requirement of current Scottish industry best practice. No recommendations 
made or further action required. 
 
f) Inspection of farm count procedures 
 
An inspection of site staff conducting and recording a sea lice count was carried out. This met the 
requirements of The Fish Farming Business (Record Keeping) (Scotland) Order 2008 and CoGP. 
No further recommendations or further action required. 
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Inspection under the Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009 
 
The above site was inspected, in accordance with the Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 
2009.  
 
All epidemiological units were inspected. On this occasion no samples were taken for disease 
analysis. The Inspector did not observe any clinical signs associated with the listed diseases as 
described in the Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009.  
 
Records 
 
The surveillance frequency category of the site was assessed as medium. An inspection under the 
Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009 will be conducted every second year. The 
category of the site will be reassessed on a routine basis and updated as required. 
 
The information required for the public record of aquaculture production businesses regarding this 
site was verified and where necessary updated. The following records were also inspected to 
ensure that the conditions of authorisation for your Aquaculture Production Business (APB) are 
being met: 
 
Aquaculture animal and aquaculture animal product movement records were inspected and 
appeared to be adequately maintained. 
 
Records in relation to aquaculture animals transported by the business were inspected and found 
to be adequately maintained.  
 
Mortality records were inspected and found to be adequately maintained. 
 
Mortality levels had exceeded the reporting criteria since the last inspection and had been reported 
to the Fish Health Inspectorate as required. 
 
Reports detailing the results of animal health surveillance carried out by or on behalf of the business 
and/or Marine Directorate were available for inspection. 
 
The biosecurity measures plan for the site was inspected and found to be adequately maintained 
and implemented. 
 
 
 
 
 




